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I‘ollowmr is the emhih of 11 in-
sio Iments of excer'pls from Lyndc%n
Baines Johnson’s memoirs of his
Presidentiol years, which will be pub-|
lished by Holt, Rinchart & Winston
‘on Nav, 1° under the title “The Van-
tafe Point: ‘Perspectives of the p’@ol'
zdcncy, 1963~ 1 "69”' .

On March’ 31 Jsoo, vr}n!e sattmgr at
my desk in the White House and facing
" the shiny eyes of the television cameras,

,I announ(cd four major Qecisions. 1
:wou)d not. acccpt my parly’s noming-
tton as candidate for another term. I
was :toppm g most of the bombing of
Nmth Vietnam in the hope ‘thet it
wou]d lead to’ pe cace. 1 had decided to

Tinake the e pansion and raodernization

of South Victnam’s armed forces a goal.
of even higher priority, Finally, to mect
c\lstm" needs, I had decided to make
a small increase Jn the size of our own
mmmly forces in Victnam. :
Many factors helped to shape those
ﬂccisions. In describing them, 1 will
Iso be describing the Fresidential de-’
msxon making process, . :
7 .In response to military- advice, 1 had
approved an expansion of the borahing
‘prograra in mid-April of 1967, A pro-
-'])osﬂ suggesting a change in the pattern
of air str ikes came to ma on May 6 when
1 was spending the weskend at my ranch,
.On the Teletype from the White louse,
& message from Walt Rostaw lsted al-
‘ternate bombing strategies. The first was
“closing fhe top of the funnel,” bloc}:mg
th‘* supply 111305 ﬂuough which war ma-
‘tériel moved into North Vietnam: “Un-
der this stre rtegy we wounld waine the ma-
jor harbors and, perhaps, bomb port fa-
cilities and even consider blockade. In
:addition, we would attack systema tically’
Ahe rail Hnes between Hanoi and main-

the funnel,” hitting supply dumps, stock-
-piles and fuel storage areas, as well a
bx 1(1;;-35, railroad yards and other tar ﬂcts:
“in the Hanoi-ITaiphong area, The third
Strategy would have concentrated our
cffort on the “bottom of the funnel,”
the lines of communication and jnfilira-
non rouits in vouLhmn North Vietnam
and throuoh Laos. ’Ihc mermo listed the

~Saigon,

- forts to enter

advantages and disadvantages of each’
strategy. On balance, Rastow favoréd
the thivd course, concentrating air strikes’
in southern North Vietnam and.Laos. !
He recomamended keeping the second op-’
tion open, but he thought we should 11¢o
it “only when the tary, gu. make sense.” -

Three days later a remarkably simi-
lar memo arrived frem Bob McNam(ua
and his deputy, Cy- Vance, which also

Jisted three broad categorics of air of-:

fensives and analyzed the pros and cons
of cach couwrse. This memo concluded:

"We therefore, reconunend that all

‘of the sorties dlloc‘aud to the Rolling :

Thunder program [the code name for
the air campaign against the North] be
concentrated on thc lines of communi-
cation --- the ‘funnel through which
men and supplics to the Soulth must flow
- between 17-20°, reserving the opuon
and intention fo strike (in the 20-2

area) as necessary to keep the cncmy 3
investmeht in defense and in repair
crews high throughout the country.”

Using the Rostow and "McNamara-
Vance memos as & basis, the Stain De-
partment also analyzed. cur bombing
program. A memo prepared in Stats a ind
dated May 9 recached essentialiy the
same conclusions,

1 was receiving quite different’ \1@.\'
from the Joint C]uc(s of Stalf, from
Adm. U.8.G. Sharp, our commandcr in
chief in the Pacific, and from General
Westmoreland and his military staff in
They  favored more intensive
and_extensive bombing in the North,
They emphasized the advantages of de-
stloyinﬂ enerpy supplies and cqulpmcnt

“in the Yanoi-Haiphong area before those

materials were scattered along he. roa,ds
and infiltration trails, .

Y decided to ‘sleer a course m;dway
between the proposal of those who want-
ed to cut back our air action and the
plan advanced by those who believed we
should step up strikes in the North, 1
felt that a cutback to the 20th parallel

. at that time would have heen misunder-
-stood in Hanoi as a sign of weakness, 1

‘also believed that strikes in the Hanoj-
Haiphong vicinity were costing more
than the results justified. Beginuing on
May 22, 1 ordered a halt to air altacks

action continued  until
Aug. 9,

In July,

around Ianoi

1867, we made another in-

tensive study of our air offensive fn thz

North. T accepted the view of owr mili-
tary leadership that there wore a few
sigunificant targets that should be hit.

‘On Aug, 74 we again stopped all air
activity in the Hanoi arca, "This halt was
carried out in connection with our ef-
peace talks in Paris

’ hood of 435,000 men, t
- approved troop strength in South Vict-

through Fnemn rermediaries, m s
Instance, the han remained in effect for
two months.

In Aﬁnl 19“( General Westmor elzmd
subimitted ¢wo suggcstmns for possible
troop increases. One called for a “min-
“jmum cssential force.” The other des-
éribed . an” “optimum force” The {irst
proposal involved an increase of two
snd one-third divisions and five air
squadrons, about 80,000 men. The sec-
ond suggested an increase in our forces
of four and {wo-thirds divisions and 10
air squadrons, vaising our force level in
Vietnam by 200,000, to a fotal of 680, 000 ‘
ren by July, 1968,

“On-May 19, 1967, McNamara sent me”
one of the mest detailed mwemos ke had
aever suthmilled a'nee I became Presi-
dent.. McNamas: strongly opposed . the
pro posal for ai “optimumforce.,” e

thought we should limit the increase to
30,000 men, . R

July 13 1 met with Mc\':mma and
Generals Wheelor [Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff] and Westmoreland in

the White llouse family dining room.
MelNamara told me that he ‘.md the
failitary leaders had conferred all morn-
ing and had reached “completeé accord™
on the question of troop levels. The
requirement. would be in the neighbor-
he said, and the

nam should be raised to 525,000 for
the fiscal year cnding June 30, 1968,
After additional qtud,r, 1 approved ﬂns
proposal. )
PE{ BE first ]’)hd e of the Communists’
2 winter-spring effensive began in
A September, 1967, .
‘As 1. read the daily reports and fol-
lowed” developments on the ground, I
became increasingly concerned for our
military command and its men. Wesl-
L mereland was becoming more concernsd
as well. What he wanted most was ac-
celeration” of the arrival of the 101st
Alrborne Division, which was scheduled

to go to Vietnam in February, 1868, He

;also asked for faster deployment of the
11th Infantry Brigade., All my advisers
agrecd that we should carry out this
“acceleration. e

During this p"nod McNamara marde

i i Southeast Asia would be dangerous,

costly and unsatisfactory to our people.
At my suggestion, he returned to the
Pentagon after the meeting and sct down
his thoughts in a long mﬂmozandum
which I received the next day.

. MecNamara concluded his memoran-.
dum with three recommendations. First,
he suggested we announce that we

. were stabilizing our efforts and would
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Tand China” The second strategy gn- O targets within 10 miles of the Notth 5 yajor proposal for & new course of ,
- volved atlacks against what was "mslde chtnz}yncsq capital. Except for one al- - gotion, He said that he believed continu- i
tack in mid-Jupe, the ban on ait 2¢-. atjon of our curreut course of action |




